
Dear Editor:

[bookmark: _GoBack]School psychologists are members of school staff that support students’ ability to learn and teachers’ ability to teach. They apply expertise in mental health, learning, and behavior to help children and youth succeed academically, socially, behaviorally, and emotionally by providing direct support and interventions to students, such as individualized learning and behavioral assessments to identify students’ strengths and needs, academic and behavioral interventions, counseling, and social skills training. School psychologists also consult with teachers, families, and other educators to improve support strategies and school-wide practices and policies.  With current focuses on school safety, mental health, and social emotional learning, school psychologists are uniquely trained and have expertise across all of these areas; they bridge psychology and education for all students in public education.  School psychologists are also strong advocates for research and evidence based practices in schools, alternatives to suspension and restorative practices, and Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS).  Please recognize and support the work of school psychologists in your local schools.



